eS 
US. Federal ‘oureau vw investiga-/ 


tion, 


T. UNIFORM 
CRIME REPORTS 


FOR THE UNITED STATES 
AND ITS POSSESSIONS 


Volume I - Number 1 
MONTHLY BULLETIN FOR AUGUST, 1930 


Issued by the 
Bureau of Investigation 
United States Depart ment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 6 @ 


THIS VOLUME 
is the 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1936 


ale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 














COMMITTEE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 
ON UNIFORM CRIME RECORDS 


am P. -‘Rutiepaz, Chairman, Detroit 
ief Jacop Gravt, Cleveland 
James W. Hiaerns,; Buffalo 
Commissioner Joun H. Aucock, Chicago 
Commissioner ALFrep F. Foots, Massachusetts 
Chief Josnrn A. Gerx, St. Louis 
Chief Gzorcst G. Henry, Baltimore 
ef L. V. Jenxins, Portland 
Duncan Matueson, San Francisco 
ef Inspector Joun O’Brien, New York City 
uperintendent Tazopors A. Ray, New Orleans 
Chief Aucust Vonitmer, Berkeley 


(m) 








HV 
Y OTBT AChSS © 
AS Si. ad saat es 


UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS | 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 





Volume 1 AUGUST, 1930 Number 1 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


By an act of Congress sparoned June 11, 1930, the National Divi- 
sion of Identification and Information of the Bureau of Investigation 
of the United States Department of Justice was granted authority 
to collect and compile crime statistics. Effective September 1, 1930, 
the bureau assumed this work which had been handled since January 
1, 1930, by the Committee*on' Uniform Crime Records: of the Inter- 
national Association of Chiefs of Police. During the period indicated, 
monthly bulletins of crime reports were published by that.committee. 
The Bureau of bavestigeben lans to. continue ,the monthly bulletins 
published heretofore, based for the present on the Return A forms 
of ‘Offenses known to the police”’ and this bulletin reflects the returns 
for the first month as compiled by the bureau. 

All contributions of crime data to, the Bureau of Investigation are 
purely voluntary, solicited solely for the purpose of making available 
statistical information concerning crime to. those officially interested 
organizations and individuals who desire to receive and analyze these 
statistics. All chiefs of police who have not submitted the Return 
A forms are invited to do so, , The necessary blank. forms and the 
manual Uniform Crime Reporting will be furnished upon request. 
The manual mentioned, published by the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, contains instructions, for the preparation of the 
reports. 

At this time the attention of contributors of crime data is invited 
to the practice prevailing in certain States whereby. the State bureau 
of identification or other similar agency compiles the crime returns 
and transmits the reports to this bureau. Through the medium of 
State control, greater accuracy anid comprehensiveness will be assured: 
This practice has been adopted by) the States. of Ohio and Utah: and 
the results have been encouraging. A report has been received from 
Ohio indicating that the returns for June and July covered municipal- 
ities containing 97 per cent of the total population of all cities in the 
State, as well as rural territory containing over 60: percent: of all 
population outside of the cities, together comprising over 83 per cent 
of the total population of the State. It is noted that these results 
have been achieved through the cooperation of The Ohio Institute; 
the State division of identification and the law nt agencies 
over a period of six months:on: a voluntary basis without supporting 
compulsory legislation... The, suggestion. is made that other States, 
through their bureaus, may desire to assume the responsibility for a 
similar state-wide compilation of cri’.e)returns. Lo 
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Every effort will be exerted by the Bureau of Investigation to 
secure from its contributors statistics which are not only accurate, 
but which will become more comprehensive as time goes on and the 
methods of compilation are more widely and thoroughly understood. 
All correspondents are asked to cooperate in this endeavor. The 
usual monthly forms will be mailed hereafter, as in the past, with 
the bulletins —s the returns for the previous month and it is 
requested that such forms, when completed, be returned to the bu- 
reau by the seventh day of the next succeeding month. The prompt 
transmittal of these returns will obviate the necessity for publishing 
supplemental figures. 

Any and all suggestions which officials and interested persons desire 
to submit to this bureau on the subject of crime reporting will be 
ae and will receive careful study. 

rrespondence relating to crime statistics should be addresséd to 
J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Bureau of Investigation, Department of 
Justice, Washington, D. C. 
Offenses Known Tabulated for Larger Cities. 


This number of the bulletin contains the reports of “offenses 
known to the police” during the current month, as shown by returns 
received from the reporting areas; also supplement returns for 
previous months. In addition, current returns for cities of 100,000 
population and over, according to the latest available 1930 census 
population data, are separately tabulated. Reviews of the extent of 
the crime registration area and of crime trends are included, as well 
as a complete tabulation of the number of police department employees 
for ail reporting cities for which the information is available. 

“Offenses known to the police” include all crimes occurring within 
the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to the police 
— reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting or court 
officials, or otherwise. They are confined to a group of seven classes 
of grave offenses, shown by experience to be those most generally and 
completely reported, and constituting Part I of the Uniform Classi- 
fication of Offenses. They include all known crimes in the designated 
classes, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. Thus they provide 
an index to the volume, geographic distribution, and periodic fluc- 
tuation of these crimes. 

Increase in Size of Reporting Area Continues. 


The continuous extension of the crime registration area which has 
ch i each month of operation of the system of uniform 
crime reporting is maintained for August also. turns from 768 
cities, located in 44 States, have been filed for the month. Im addi- 
tion, a number of State and county returns have been received, 
including 50 Ohio counties and 11 Utah counties. Alaska and Porto 
Rico are also represented for August, and supplementary returns 
have been submitted from Honolulu and the Philippines. 

The size of the registration area for crime reporting has more than 
doubled in the short period of eight months. The number of cities 
in the continental United States alone which have submitted vol- 
untary returns on crime for any one month or more has grown from 
400 in January to a total of 895, 

In the table which follows, the distribution of such cities by popu- 
lation groups is shown for cities of 10,000 population and over. As 
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the final official count of the 1930 census figures has not yet been 
completed, the 1920 census has been employed for all population 
data as being the best now available for comparative purposes. 
The table does not include 382 additional cities having a population 
of 10,000 and under, which are filing returns but for which it has not 

roved feasible to show population percentages. The combined popu- 
fation of the latter would be well over 1,000,000. The total popula- 
tion of the territories and possessions reporting since January is in 
excess of 1,500,000. 
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Population groups |number —} ulation ened pcb 
jofeities ium-| Per | (1920) | Number | Per 





























} ber | cent | | (1920) cent 
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| 
| 44, 702, 858 | 32, $91, 280 74 
A. Cities over 200,000... 5. 2e | 92 | 22,712,880 | 16, 303, 823 72 
B. Cities 100,000 to 200,000... ------- 2 35 | 86} 4,706,496 | 4,048, 159 86 
C. Cities 50,000 to 100,000_--.-----. 2-2 76 79 | 5,265,747 | 4,277,200} 81 
D. Cities 25,000 to 50,000. _--- 2-22-2222 elle 143 76 | 6,075,039} 3,924, 549 
E. Cities 10,000 to 25,000. ...--.-..-...-.------.----- 459 62 | 6,942,746 | 4, 337, 459 
' 


















As recently as September 3, 1930, preliminary figures for cities of 
100,000 inhabitants or more were issued by the Bureau of the Census. 
These are subject to subsequent revision in the final count. A and 
B cities in the preceding table have been tentatively reclassified in 
accordance with the 1930 census figures so far issued, and the number 
and per cent of such cities now filing crime returns, together with the 
number and per cent of the population represented, appear as follows. 











Cities filing Population repre- 
| returns | sented in returns 
| Total | Total pop- 

Population groups jnumber|——|_ ulation ere iain 
jfcities tum-| Per | (999) | Number | Per 
ber -| cent | (1980) cent 

— _ | ——- 














94} 82] 87 | 36, 494, 496 | 27, 291, 847 
41| 36 88 29, 711, 511 | 21, 330, 419 72 
| 





53 46 6, 782,985 | 5, 961, 428 88 








Cities Urged to Send in Supplementary Returns. 


The extent of the reporting area by State distribution of cities is 
shown in the following table. The monthly number of reportin 
cities has increased from the original 400 in January to a total o 
768 in August. By the process of collecting supplementary returns 
for back months from cities cooperating after January, when the 
work was initiated, gaps in the records have been filled and a monthly 
average of nearly 750 returns from January to August, inclusive, has 
been attained. Cities lapsing in any one month and cities commenc- 
ing to send in returns after January are urged to complete their 
returns by sending them in for missing months, thus maintaining for 
the entire reporting period the extended reporting area which has 
been established. The importance of this will be readily seen when 
it is realized that as a rule only cities that have sent in a complete set 
of returns can be included in any extended statistical treatment. It 
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is to be noted in connection with the figures which follow that those 
for January, February, March, April, May, June, and July include 
all late or supplementary | returns for these months, whereas those for 
ea represent the initial returns only. Presumably the total for 

be considerably augmented by supplementary returns, as 
in 2 ; bake of the earlier months. 


Monthly number of reporting cities 


Janu- | Febru- 
ary ary March | April June | July | August 
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Monthly Crime Trends Depicted for Leading Cities. 

The oe of the chart on trends of crime shown on the opposite 
page is to depict the volume and monthly fluctuations of crime both 
as a whole and for the different offense classes. All cities in the 
continenta] United States of 100,000 population and over, according 
to the most recently available 1930 Census Bureau data, which have 
submitted comparable monthly crime returns for the period covered, 
January to August, inclusive, 1930, form the unit for which month} 
trends areshown. In order to avoid the effect of variations in the length 
of the months represented, the figures plotted represent the aver 
daily number of offenses for eels meet rather than the mont 
totals of offenses. The chart has been drawn, to logarithmic nts 
in order to present a more accurate comparison of the monthly 


trends. The crimes included are the offenses in Part I of the Uniform 
Classification of Offenses. 
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CHART OF MONTHLY CRIME TRENDS 
FOR CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION AND OVER 
JANUARY TO AUGUST 1930 
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Percentage of Offenses Known Continues Comparatively Stable. 


The monthly per cent of each offense class to the whole is shown in 
the See table. It is based on the totals for all offenses reported, 
as derived from the returns for January, February, March, April, 
May, June, July, and August, 1930. 


Per cent of offenses known 


Part I classes of the uniform classifi- | Janu- | Feb- 
cation ary | ruary March | April 
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Total Volume of Offenses Increases Slightly in August. 


A comparison of the total of all reported offenses known to the 
lice for the month of August, according to returns received by the 
ureau of Investigation, with the total for the same cities for the 
revious month, indicates a net increase for the current month. 
This increase is slightly less than 10 per cent, and is most apparent 
in the reported offenses of robbery and aggravated assault. 


Regularity in Preparing Returns Improves. 


A steady improvement in the manner of filling in the monthly 
return forms has been noted. Attention is directed to the following: 

1. The total number of police department employees, including 
civilians, should be entered each month, regardless of whether the 
number continues practically unaltered from month to month. 

2. No postage stamp is required in using the return envelope 
provided for remitting returns. 
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Tasie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1980 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I] 


State and city 
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1 Not classified; included in total. 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1980—Continued 


FLORIDA—Continued 











Felonious 
homicide 




















e8ssen.e 





10 
Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1930—Continued 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1980—Continued 


Felonious 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1980—Continued 


State and city 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1980—Continued 


State and city 
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Taste I—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1930—Continued 
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TaBLe I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1930—Continued 


State and city 
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Tasie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1930—Continued 


State and city 


RHODE ISLAND 


bia =. 7s) oan shan th, teen 


ad 





Rane Brae 





1 Not classified; included in total, 





19 
Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, August, 1930—Continued 
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TaBLE I-a.—County: and other reports of known offenses, August, 1930 
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Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses 


State and city 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns‘of known offenses—Continued 
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Tasie II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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TaBLe II.—Supplementary réturns of known offenses—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary réttrme of known offenses—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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Tasus I1.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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TaBLeE [II.—Known offenses for August, “Sin for cities of 100,000 population and 
over 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I) 
Felonious 
homicide 
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¢ Populations are based on preliminary figures for cities of 100,000 inhabitants or more, released by the 
Bureau of of —S Census, Sept. 3 3, 1930, subject to revision in the final officia) count. 
1 Not classified; included in table. 
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Tasie III.—Known offenses for August, 1930, for cities of 100,000 population and 
over—Continued 
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Total Police Department Employees Tabulated. 


The number of police department employees for cities of 10,000 
population and over according to the 1930 census was published i in 
the July issue of Uniform Crime Reports. The same information for 
cities of under 10,000 population is presented in the current issue. 
It has been deemed advnabie to republish in this issue the tabulations 
for cities of 10,000 population and over, so as to assemble in one 
place the entire figures for all cities for which they are at present 
available. This gives opportunity also for a thorough revision and 
extension of the table corked a in the July bulletin. In a number 
of instances additional census figures are now available; in others, 
revised figures have been issued by the Census Bureau and are sub- 
stituted for those printed last month. A number of cities have sub- 
mitted data on department.employees only since the printing of the 
last bulletin. 

Information as to the number of department employees is taken 
direct from Return A, the monthly return of offenses known to the 
police, as submitted from January to June, inclusive, of 1930. A 
representative number for each department has been selected, based 
on either the predominating entry for the months included, or an 
average taken from such entries where there is some variation from 
month to month. The number of employees includes civilians, in 
addition to the regular force, in all departments where civilians also 
are employed. The population data are current and are taken direct 
from the most recent 1930 releases of the United States Bureau of the 
Census. As these are not entirely complete at the moment of going 
to press, some cities are necessarily omitted, while the population 
figures for others are subject to later revision. For comparative pur- 
poses, the cities are classified into six population groups, namely, 
those of over 200,000, 100,000 to 200,000, 50,000 to 100,000, 25,000 
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to 50,000, 10,000 to 50,000, and those of under 10,000 population. 
The number of employees per 1,000 population is also shown. Over 
700 cities are represented, and omissions are in most cases due either 
to the fact that (1) the city in question has failed to specify its num- 
ber of police department employees on the monthly return forms; or 
(2) 1930 population figures are not available at the moment of going 
to press. 


TaBLe IV.—Total police department employees 
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Taste IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 
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Taste IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 
Population groups 
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Taste IV.—Total police department employees-——Continued 
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Taste IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 


Population groups 


E. Crrrgs 10,000 ro 25,000 PorpuLation—Continued 
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Taste IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 
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TaBLe IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 
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Taste IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 
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TaBL_e IV.—Total police department employees—Continued 
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